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Citizens of Hardin, Missouri, asked for this fire which wiped out the greater part of their business district causing a 
loss of $150,000. Last year they voted down a bond issue of only $50,000 which would have provided a water system and 
apparatus for the fire department. 
Conflagrations in Missouri and Vermont—MARCH OF TIME 
Features Fire Prevention—Skid Hose Loads—Fire Strategy 
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VERYONE in the fire service will be 
interested in the new and up-to- 

date specifications for automobile fire 


apparatus contained in the 1939 ad- 
vance report of the N. F. P. A. Com- 


mittee on Municipal Fire Apparatus. 


The report is the work of a distin- 
guished committee of fire chiefs and 
others under the leadership of Chair- 
man Joseph N. Sullivan, Commissioner 
of Public Safety and Chief of the 
Fire Department, Utica, N. Y. The re- 
port will be presented to the N. F. P. A. 
annual meeting in Chicago next May. 
It has been published at this time to 
provide an opportunity for all N. F. 
P. A. members and other interested 
persons to bring to the committee’s at- 
tention any further suggestions with 
respect to these proposed specifications 
which they may be in a position to 
offer as a result of special information 
or experience. Any person interested in 
fire apparatus may write to the N. F. 
P. A. Executive Office for a copy of 
these new apparatus specifications. 
Any suggestions should be made to 
Chairman Sullivan in writing. 

One of the most interesting features 
of the new specifications is the re- 
quirement that pumpers of 750 gallons 
per minute or greater rated capacity 
shall deliver their capacity at 150 
pounds per square inch pressure in- 
stead of at 120 pounds per square inch 
pressure as is the case with most pres- 
ent day pumperg. It is proposed that 
pumpers under 750 gallons still be rated 
at 120 pounds pressure. In addition to 
delivering capacity at a higher pressure, 
the new pumpers of 750 gallons and 
greater capacity would be required to 
deliver more water at 200 and 250 
pounds pressure than present specifica- 
tions demand. These new requirements 
are designed to take advantage of the 
greater power now available from mo- 
tors of modern automobile fire ap- 
paratus. 

The committee is also studying such 
subjects as ignition failures, the design 
of enclosed apparatus, and ladders. Any 
record or information on the subject 
of ignition failures would be most help- 
ful. Suggestions on enclosed bodies 
and ladders would also be appreciated. 
If you have any thoughts on these, the 
chairman would be glad to get them. 
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_ 
ITH the current issue, VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN begins its sixth year of 
publication. In the short space of five 
years the magazine has become by far 
the most widely read publication in 
the fire department field. The more 
than 13,000 volunteer firemen members 
of the N. F. P. A. Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section are located in 46 of the 48 
states, and 8 Canadian provinces 
Much of this remarkable growth has 
been due to the friendly word passed 
along from one member to another, 
Any fireman or fire department can 
become a member of the N. F. P. A. 
Business firms, corporations, societies 
or any individuals interested in fire 
protection may also become members. 
All members receive the various publi- 
cations as issued. Then, of course, 
there is the special membership plan 
of the Volunteer Firemen’s Section in 
which each volunteer fire company en- 
rolled receives a complete set of N. F. 
P. A. publications as a regular mem- 
ber and in addition may have 20 or 
more copies of the magazine VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN distributed to its men each 
month. For the convenience of persons 
interested in membership, an applica- 
tion blank is published on page 11 of 
this magazine. Readers may know of 
fire departments, individuals, or busi- 
ness concerns which might find N. F. 
P. A. membership valuable. Why not 
ask them to join? . 


ee month 6 departments with 120 
men joined the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Section for the first time. In 
addition 34 fire departments with 121 
men renewed membership. The total 
membership for the Section is now 588 
departments and 13,122 firemen. The 
following departments are newly en- 
rolled: 
Coalinga Fire Department, Coalinga, 
California. 
San Juan Fire Department, San Juan 
Bautista, California. 

Newellton Volunteer Fire Department, 
Newellton, Louisiana. 
Kittery Fire Department, 

Maine. 
New Rockford Fire Department, New 
Rockford, North Dakota. 
Normen Fire Department, Norman, Ok- 
lahoma. 


Kittery, 
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The MARCH OF TIME 


This Famous Motion Picture Feature, in October Release, Tells 
the Story of Fire Prevention and Boosts the Fire Department 


oan month 25,000,000 people in 
8500 theatres see the MARCH OF 
TIME, a feature repeatedly voted the 
most valuable short subject on the 
screen today. In “U. S, Fire Fighters,” 
its October release, it dramatizes the 
subject of fire prevention. 

The release is especially well timed. 
Fire Prevention Week comes in Octo- 
ber when more people are thinking 
about fires than at any other time in 
the year. Thousands of firemen this 
month are making their annual visits 
in the interests of fire prevention to 
the homes of the land. 

Coming at this time, the feature 
strikes a powerful blow for public co- 
operation with the fire department and 
is a splendid ally to firemen in their 
crusade to make homes safe from fire. 

Can fires be prevented? The fire 
department and the citizens of the 
City of Memphis, Tennessee, to take 
one example, are sure of it. One of 
the typical scenes in the picture is of 
a civic banquet in Memphis held right 
in the headquarters fire station to 
celebrate one record made by that 
great city of going a whole month 
without a single fire. 


NE man, more than any other, has 

for over 30 years unceasingly 
preached that the causes of fires are 
known and that the scourge of fires 
can be beaten. He is Franklin H. 
Wentworth, the central figure of the 
MARCH OF TIME story. 

Opening scenes show the tranquility 
of a sleeping town shattered by the 
midnight blast of the fire siren and 
the destruction of homes, Next the 
action of the picture quickly gets to 
the office of Mr. Wentworth who as 
Managing Director of the National 
Fire Protection Association has been 
able to demonstrate his conviction that 
fires may be prevented from starting, 
or once started that they may be read- 
ily controlled. 

Not only those whose business is fire 
fighting, but people in all walks of life 
make up the National Fire Protection 
Association. Cooperation of chemists, en- 
gineers and the leading technicians in 
all fields has been obtained to find the 
best ways to prevent the start and 
Spread of fires. One hundred twenty- 
four persons died in a Cleveland Hos- 
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“There is no longer any reasonable 
excuse short of an earthquake for 
large or sweeping fires,” says Frank- 
lin H. Wentworth, leader in fire pre- 
vention for over 30 years and central 
figure of MARCH OF TIME story. 


pital fire from the inhalation of 
fumes of burning nitrocellulose X-Ray 
film. The good doctors protested that 
the hazard was unheard of, yet it was 
one on which they could have found 
full particulars in the literature of the 
National Fire Protection Association. 

How the N. F. P. A. Executive Of- 
fice functions to help its members in 
their respective fields to wage a suc- 
cessful war on fire is shown. There 
are shots of the careful work of record- 
ing important fires, the collection of 
data for technical publications, the 
N. F. P. A. engineering staff, and other 
activities. 


Make Sure MARCH OF TIME 
Will Play Your Theatres 


Every fire department, no matter 
how large or small, will benefit from 
the showing of the MARCH OF 
TIME feature. It stresses fire pre- 
vention and boosts the fire depart- 
ment. 

Get it scheduled early in October 
at the theatres in your community. 
Most theatres will be glad to show 
the picture if they know the fire 
department will help get people out 
to see it. See each theatre manager 
personally about it. 


With these technical sources of in- 
formation available Mr. Wentworth 
points out that there is no longer any 
excuse for a disastrous fire. Indeed, 
losses in American cities have been 
more than cut in half in the last two 
decades through better fire depart- 
ments and fire prevention work. Al- 
though the battle against fires has not 
been won, great progress has been 
made. 


R. WENTWORTH points out for 

example how a great city may be 
devastated by a conflagration. He lays 
his finger on Houston, Texas, as one 
large city where such a catastrophe is 
likely because of wooden shingle roofs, 
and an inadequate water supply and 
fire department. Houston’s Mayor Fon- 
ville shows that his city has taken some 
steps to avert fire disaster through the 
recent establishment of a fire preven- 
tion bureau in the fire department. 

Modern fire departments are shown 
at work using newest apparatus and 
newest fire methods. A typical shot 
shows new firemen at drill work. The 
feature is one which you should make 
sure plays at your local theatres if only 
to give your citizens a proper picture 
of what the fire department means to 
them. 

The MARCH OF TIME feature “U. 
S. Fire Fighters” is part of a popular 
educational series on subjects of major 
importance to the public. Similar pic- 
tures were “Men of Medicine: 1938”, 
“G-Men of the Sea” (the Coast Guard), 
and “The Man at the Wheel” (traffic 
safety). 

Louis deRochemont, MARCH OF 
TIME producer, has taken great pains 
to see that every detail of the story is 
accurate and informative as well as 
entertaining. The emphasis on pre- 
vention of fires in the home provides 
a wide popular appeal. Serious fires in 
modern factories are today largely un- 
known. Factory management has long 
applied effective fire protection meas- 
ures and fire prevention methods. Home 
fires today are more likely than factory 
fires. The total fire losses are larger 
and most life loss due to fires occurs 
in the home. The picture shows how 
home fires, too, can be subdued through 
cooperation of the public with their 
fire departments. 
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Two Towns that Asked for It 


Conflagrations Visit Hardin, Missouri, and Barton, Vermont—One 
Tolerated Firetraps and the Other Turned Down Fire Protection 


N singling out Houston, Texas, as a 

major conflagration possibility for 
the MARCH OF TIME cameramen (see 
page 3) Managing Director Went- 
worth was choosing only from among 
the larger cities. He might have sin- 
gled out any one of many smaller 
places. He had before him the sto- 
ries on two communities which in 
August suffered major fires of confla- 
gration proportions. 

In the experience of these two com- 
munities—Hardin, Missouri, and Bar- 
ton, Vermont—may be found a vivid 
documentation of the problems in- 
volved in preventing fires. Both show 
ciearly that fires cannot be prevented 
unless the public has a proper under- 
standing of what factors make fire dis- 
asters and there is crystallized public 
opinion that demands something be 
done about them. 

The fire which did $150,000 damage 
to Hardin, Missouri, on August 24, 
burned itself out against a brick fire 
wall of a building occupied by the 
Home Building and Loan office. This 
same fire wall stopped a similar con- 
flagration back in 1892. There was 
therefore no good reason why the peo- 
ple of Hardin should not have been 
alert to the fire possibilities in their 
city. Last year the citizens of Hardin 
went to the polls to vote on a bond 
issue which, if approved, would have 
obtained PWA assistance in a project 
to provide the community with a water 


Tate 


plant and with fire department facili- 
ties. The bond issue was for only 
$50,000, or about one-third of the dam- 
age done by the fire. The bond issue, 
however, was voted down 235 to 120. 

The Hardin fire was discovered 
around 4 o’clock in the morning in 
a furniture store by the town’s night 
watchman, The fire quickly spread to 
sixteen business establishments lo- 
cated in two of the main business 
blocks of the city. Destroyed was an 
electric shop, the telephone office, 
postoffice, the office and warehouse 
of a lumber company, a jewelry store, 
a farm implement establishment, four 
grocery stores, a cafe, two dry goods 
stores, a drug store, a produce com- 
pany, and a barber shop. Families 
were driven out of apartments over 
some of the burned stores. 

The town had no fire apparatus. 
Outside help was called and a chem- 
ical truck came from Richmond, Mis- 
souri, a distance of about 8 miles. 
The chemicals were used as far as 
they went, but the fire fighting was 
somewhat primitive, as the chemical 
tanks had to be refilled from pri- 
vate wells and pumps. Good work was 
done by the firemen in putting out 
sparks as they landed on roofs. In 
this way a lumber shed was kept 
from igniting. Had this structure 
gotten a good start, it might have 
taken part of the residential district 
with it. 
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Crowds of sightseers viewed the ruins of Hardin. Missouri, after the 
conflagration of August 24, in which two business blocks were destroyed. 
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The only really effective mean: of 
fighting the fire was a pumper which 
came from Excelsior, Missouri, 25 miles 
away. The only source of water for 
pumper suction was a slough a long 
distance from the fire area. The Ex- 
celsior pumper was seriously delayed 
because it had to go considerably out 
of its way to borrow hose in order to 
have enough when it arrived to lay a 
line which would reach the fire from 
where the pumper had to be located. 

From statements in the local news- 
paper it is not clear that the citizens 
of Hardin yet understand what brought 
disaster to their doors. Part of the res- 
idents are now convinced that they 
should have a water system and a fire 
truck. Others feel that any money 
available should be spent on rebuilding 
the burned area. If, however, the ob- 
vious lessons of the fire are realized, 
the buildings will not be put back with- 
out protection just to burn for a third 
time. 


HE Barton, Vermont, fire demon- 

strates once more that gasoline is 
not something to fool with. An old 
1,000-gallon gasoline tank was brought 
into a local garage with a request that 
a manhole be cut in the top. The 
garage foreman apparently was on his 
job. He refused to use a torch on the 
tank. He insisted on first filling the 
tank with water to force out any ex- 
plosive vapors in it. The tank was on 
a truck and it was accordingly driven 
to a point between the garage and an 
adjoining filling station to wait until 
help could be obtained to put the water 
in the tank. 

While waiting, the truck driver struck 
a match to light a smoke. The resulting 
explosion knocked the driver several 
feet away. The tank was blown from 
the truck, The truck cab was sheared 
away. The concussion also smashed the 
windows of the office of the garage be- 
side which the truck was parked. 

The events of the disaster up 
this point teach nothing which is not 
already well known to those experienced 
in fire prevention. 

Before the fire in Barton was over it 
had done damage estimated at more 
than $100,000, 

People who live in communities like 
Barton must expect to be exposed to 
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serious fire disaster as long as they 
telerate a building such as that to 
which the fire first spread. The build- 
ing was a huge 3-story wooden affair, 
a fire-trap if there ever was one. It 
was a much larger building than may 
safely be built of wood without pro- 
viding special fire protection such as 
automatic sprinklers. If there had been 
the most elementary local building laws 
in Barton, such a building would never 
have been permitted because of its ex- 
cessive fire hazard. 

When the gasoline tank blew up it 
sprayed gasoline into the office of the 
garage. The flames from here raced 
into a storeroom and workroom on the 
first floor of the building, An open 
ramp was provided to the upper floor 
for convenience in moving automobiles. 
The fire found it equally convenient 
and the flames raced along up to the 
second floor. 

It is an elementary principle of fire 
protection that buildings should be ar- 
ranged so that fire cannot readily 
spread from floor to floor, even in an 
all-wooden building. This principle may 
be observed by enclosing stairways so 
that fire may not readily involve all 
the building at once. In this case there 
were no enclosures to halt the spread 
of fire, It took only about ten min- 
utes for the entire building to be a 
mass of flames. 

One reason that no such building 
would be tolerated in a city under mod- 
ern building regulations is that it makes 
such a hot, intense fire that the build- 
ing cannot be approached in order to 
fight it with hose streams. Volunteer 
firemen in Barton found this out. Five 
or six of them were working in the 
garage at the time of the blast and the 
fire station was just across the street. 
But 1000 feet of hose was lost at the 
fire and the fire spread to damage the 
fire station. The fire was subdued only 
after help was called from nearby 
towns of Orleans, Newport and Lyn- 
donville. Four pumpers took suction 
trom the Barton River and with other 
lines connected to hydrants. A total 
of twenty-one streams were placed in 
operation. 

Before it could be brought under con- 
trol the blaze had spread to a large 
wooden feed store and mill, two dwell- 
ings and a large business block housing 
a general store. These buildings were 
destroyed. In addition to the fire sta- 
tion, a tenement house, bowling alleys, 
and a large barn were damaged. Thirty 
automobiles were lost in the fire in the 
garage, 


Views of Barton, Vermont, Conflagration 


Fortunately only a few buildings in the fire area at Barton, Vermont, 


had wooden shingle roofs. 


Fire Chief Elmer E. Hinton reported that the 


above exposure fire reached the proportions shown within two minutes after 


the dry wooden roof ignited. 


An explosion of the 1000 gallon gasoline tank shown near the center of 


the picture started the fire. 


At the time of the blast the tank was on the 


truck shown at the right and parked directly beside the show windows of the 


garage office. 


riames 1n the large wooden structures were finally checked by the com- 
bined efforts of four fire departments. At the left, little remains of a feed 
mill. Streams‘are shown concentrated upon a block housing a grocery store 


and tenements. 
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MACK PRESENTS... TH 
A new high in efficiency 


THERMODYNE 


Baan Xe! me oe Pei ee Soe 
NEW MACK TYPE 80, 750-GALLON PUMPER, POWERED WITH MACK THERMODYNE ENGINE. 
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ere’s the newest and most advanced 
gasoline engine in fire apparatus today! 
After eight years of constant research and 
development, Mack is now ready to introduce 


The Thermodyne. 

Through refinements and technical im- 
provements, it achieves great new advantages: 
greater economy, higher efficiency, and utmost 
durability. Its increased volumetric, thermal 
and mechanical efficiency —its higher specific 


MACK TRUCKS, INC. e 


power output — its accessibility— have made 
it the talk of the fire-fighting profession. 
Proof again of the statement that has held 
true through Mack’s 27 years of fire engi- 
neering leadership —“Mack has the facilities 
to build the finest in fire apparatus—and does.” 
See the new Mack Thermodyne Engine at 
the International Fire Chief’s Convention 


at New Orleans, September 27th to 30th. 


FIRE ENGINE DIVISION e NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Skid Load for Fire to Hydrant Layout 


Skid load 
is pulled from top of hose load. This 


Apparatus stops at fire. 


gives nozzle man 125 feet of work- 


ing line with nozzle attached. 
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Weight of skid load on the ground 


unloads other hose as pumper goes 


to hydrant and nozzle man goes to 


fire. 





t R. HW". McBrien, Fire’ Departm 


] HERE single compartment hose 
bodies are loaded for the fire 


to hydrant layout the skid load pro- 
vides an excellent methed of carry- 


ing extra hose for the nozzle man. 
The skid load provides the nozzle 
man with the hose he needs to reach 
the seat of the blaze in most layouts. 
As soon as the skid load is dropped 
off, the pumper goes on to the hy- 
drant. There is no waiting while hose 
is pulled off by hand at the fire. 
The skid load is placed on top of 
the regular load and made with 
about 125 feet of hose. The layer 
upon which the skid is placed should 
be level and free from protruding 
lugs. The skid load is started a 
little way back from the front of the 
hose bed. First, several cross folds 
are made as shown in the sketch. 


A Problem Question 
FOR OCTOBER 
Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 
83 
What precautions must fire 


departments take to be in 
readiness for winter? 


Watch for the answer in the 
next issue of VOLUNTEER F'IRE- 
MEN. 

The answer to the prceblem 
question for September will be 
found on this page. A further 
discussion of this subject will 
appear in a future issue. 


ynn, Massachusetts 


Acknowledgment is made of helpful sugges- 
tions in the following article made by Assist- 
ant Chief Henry Haddock, Drillmaster, Lynn, 
Massachusetts; Chief J. Ray Pence, Still- 
Harry K. Rogers, Chief 


Prevention Department, 


water, Oklahoma; 
Engineer, Fire 
Western Actuarial Bureau and _ Professor 
Robert B. Criswell, Fire Service Instructor, 
University of Maryland. 


Then a pair of skids are made from 
the hose. The first skid is formed 
by laying the hose flat to the rear 
of the bed. At the rear or open end 
of the hose body a loop is made by 
bending the hose back on itself and 
giving it a half turn. This loop is 
to provide a hand hold and should be 
about 8 inches in diameter. It over- 
hangs the regular hose load. Then 
in similar manner as shown in the 
diagram, the second skid is made. 

Next, beginning toward the front, 
several cross folds are made on the 
skids. There should be plenty of 
clearance on the sides, and couplings 
should ride on the skids so that they 
will not be damaged or become 
snagged when the skid load is pulled 
off. The nozzle should be placed well 
back on top of the cross folds of the 
skid load. 

When the truck stops at a fire, the 
skid load is pulled off by grasping 
the two hand holds provided by the 
looped hose. This immediately pro- 
vides the nozzle man with over 100 
feet of free hose to extend to the 
seat of the fire. The weight of the 
skid load on the ground unloads the 
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Start from end-- 
of regular hose 





other hose as the truck proceeds 
to the hydrant. 

Another use for skid loads is to place 
extra hose on top of the regular load 
for use in connection with drills so 
that the regular load will not be dis- 
turbed. Some departments also put on a 
skid load of old hose in busy seasons 
such as holidays when bonfires are ex- 
pected and in the grass fire season. If 
the skid load is made up of old hose 
it should not be connected to the 
balance cf the load and should pref- 
erably be carried on a wooden deck 
above the regular load. 


Here’s the Detail of 
How Skid Load is Made 


Front of 
Hose Body 


load below 


Couplings _ 
ride on skids” 


About Bin. +” 
Hand-hold loops 4. -C 
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STUDY of fire fighting tactics 
A will show that more fire depart- 
ments fail to control their fires be- 
cause they do not know the essen- 
tials of fire fighting strategy than be- 
cause Of lack of equipment or other 
difficulties. At every fire there are 
certain strategic positions to be cov- 
ered. If lines are properly placed to 
take care of the spread of fire in 
these locations, the fire is likely to be 
promptly controlled and the depart- 
ment will get credit for doing a 
craftsmanlike job. In fire circles 
these tactics are often described as 
“position work.” 

Every officer and fireman must know 
the elements of fire strategy because 
it is seldom possible to tell who will 
be the first to arrive at a fire. 

Where there is a company Officer 
on the job, it’s his peculiar responsi- 
bility to use good judgment in de- 
ciding what to do first. I know of 
an actual case where the tactical 
mistake of the captain of the first 
arriving company, who placed his 
line in the wrong place, resulted in 
a $500,000 general alarm fire in a 
large city. Against this I can tell of 
numerous cases where effective plac- 
ing of the first company and its line 
prevented a sweeping fire. Firemen 
must not only know how to stretch 
a line of hose but must also know 
the proper place to use it. I have 
seen victory snatched from defeat 
at many fires by the mere shifting 
of a line to the proper place. 

I suggest that each fire be con- 
sidered as a battle to be fought. The 
armies of the United States and 
other countries devote great attention 
in their war game to instructing men 
in the strategy which must be fol- 
lowed so as to hold the vital positions. 


ieee in proper strategy en- 
A ables officers in charge of a 
fire to get maximum results from the 
fire fighting forces available. Some- 
times additional companies may be 
called but oftentimes a fire must be 
fought without reserves. A single fire 
company is a very effective fire fight- 
ing unit if it is properly operated. 
It is a capital mistake if a fire officer 
under-estimates the strength of his 
companies. Even if an engine com- 






Making a Good Job of It 


Knowledge of Fire Fighting Strategy or ‘‘Position Work” 
May Be the Determining Factor in a Well Handled Fire 


By Warren Kimball 


pany puts but one line in service, 
it will ordinarily deliver 250 gallons, 
or about a ton of water, a minute. 
Few fires can stand that amount of 
water if the company is in an effec- 
tive position. 

One of the most efficient fire chiefs 
that I know has assigned his com- 
panies to positions at a fire according 
to their places on the running card. 
The first due company takes the front 
door. The second company goes over 
a ladder and gets above the fire. 
The third engine company goes to 
the rear and if there is a fourth due 
engine that engine also goes to the 
rear and goes above the fire. The 
first ladder company goes to the front 
and the second to the rear. If only 
one ladder company responds, it tries 
to cover both positions. The squad 
company details men to make sure 
that the fire has not spread to ad- 
joining buildings and assists the first 
company to get its line into action, 
using masks or oxygen helmets if 
necessary. This chief said that even 
if he failed to show up at a fire 
himself, this general plan of attack 
assured that he would have compa- 
nies over and under the fire and at 
the front and rear of the building. 
The plan is flexible and can be varied 
as the occasion demands. 

Some such orderly plan of taking 
positions eliminates a struggle of sev- 
eral companies trying to advance 
lines up the same stairway at the 
same time to take a position where 
they can get at the fire. This is a 
fairly common error and a very seri- 
ous one which may be illustrated by 
a typical case. Fire had involved the 
upper floors in an old vacant four- 
story brick hotel building. The first 
officer to arrive had evidently learned 
little in thirty years of fire fighting 
because he sent the first three com- 
panies up the front stairway at the 
same time. As a result each was 
struggling with the other to get their 
own line advanced. You have to have 
the experience of attempting to ad- 
vance a line under such conditions 
with smoke backing down on you to 
appreciate the inefficiency of this at- 
tack. Poorly disciplined firemen would 
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be likely to give up, considering the 
task impossible. In the instance un- 
der consideration, good results might 
have been obtained by putting all of 
the companies on the first line, there- 
by getting water on the fire promptly. 
Other lines could then be sent over 
ladders on the outside of the building. 
In the case cited, however, the officer 
in charge, impatient, called for water 
before the lines were in place whieh 
made them almost immovable. The 
firemen not only took severe punish- 
ment while attempting to advance the 
lines, but the top of the building was 
gutted. 


N advantage of proper position 
A work and a knowledge of proper 
and improper methods of attack is 
that lazy or ineffective companies can 
be quickiy spotted. In every depart- 
ment there are likely to be some com- 
panies the members of which are 
lazy and who do not properly cover 
their assigned positions. When a 
company is responsible for a certain 
position as a part of the regular 
strategy of fighting fire, the chief 
in charge can make that company 
produce results or find out why. I 
have seen one smart company keep 
its line moving and handle three or 
four positions at a large fire. A lazy 
company just gets inside out of sight 
of the chief. 

It is not good fire fighting to mere- 
ly overpower a fire by the mere force 
of numbers such as by putting four 
lines into a position that can be 
effectively covered by one. More 
lines in a building naturally mean 
more damage and more companies 
out of quarters. 

That fire strategy and position work 
are for large city fire departments 
is a false conception. The subject 
has received the most attention in 
large cities where fire department 
officers may study the methods of 
controlling sweeping fires. It does not 
seem to me so important, however, 
to be interested in knowing how to 
employ an army of fire fighters at a 
conflagration as to know how the 
proper handling of companies in the 
every-day working fire may prevent 
these very conflagrations from devel- 
oping. 






OVER 4000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 


USE 


FEDELCODE SIRENS 


Federal Vertical Sire 
Listed by Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc. 

¢ Five different sizes to meet vary- 
ing requirements. Also code sirens 
for special signals, Sound distributed 
in all directions from one mile to 
five miles. A vertical siren in your 
community would save lives—prop- 
erty —time. Rugged construction. 
Absolutely weatherproof. Built for 
many uses. Our bulletin No. 55 has 
complete description—ASK FOR 
IT TODAY! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


8717 SOUTH STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


1 GALLON—DUPLEX PUMP 


“CAPTAIN”-FYR-FYTER 


AN IDEAL EXTINGUISHER 
FOR VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS 


Here is the equivalent 
of four 1-quart extin- 
guishers built into one 
thus making this large 
quantity of vaporizing 
liquid available with- 
out running for 
another extinguisher 
when more than the 
average size blaze is 
encountered. This is 
but one of the com- 
plete line of Fyr-Fyter 
Extinguishers each of 
which have exclusive 
merits which stamp 
them as superior. 


DEALERS WANTED 


If you are interested in adding to 
your income by spare time work or 
in building a permanent business 
for yourself without investment in 
stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 


FYR-FYTER COMPANY 


Dept. 20-34 DAYTON, OHIO 


Bring Home $10.00 Kasy Money 


Pyrene Prize Letter Contest Pays for Stories of 
Good Work Done by Firemen With Extinguishers 


ONTH after month letters come 

into the N. F. P. A. executive 
office for entry in the Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest. The general public has 
no idea of how much actual fire fight- 
ing is done with hand fire extinguish- 
ers. Quite often one or two extinguish- 
ers applied at the seat of the fire make 
the use of a hose stream unnecessary 
although it is a good plan to back 
up any hand fire equipment. 

You may know of a case where an 
extinguisher saved a life or made a 
good stop; just tell the facts your own 
way. Having won a previous prize does 
not bar you from making another en- 
try. The ccntest is sponsored jointly 
by the Pyrene Manufacturing Company 


of Newark, N. J., and VOLUNTEER FIRE- 
MEN. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 


Cray GILBERT, Chief 
Fire Department, Matador, Texas 


The Owner Was Pleased 


“One day last fall we were notified 
that a large trailer loaded with about 
4,000 pounds of unginned cotton was 
on fire about three miles out of town. 
Since we only have one fire truck we 
cannot leave the city unguarded by 
taking it out of the city limits. Being 
very anxious to help, we took two 
2'%-gallon soda-acid extinguishers in 
an automobile and rushed out to see 
what we could do. When we arrived 
at the burning trailer the situation 
looked hopeless. All the framework of 
the trailer and the cotton was on fire. 
We began work with the extinguishers 
and in a few minutes had the fire 
completely out. The owner of the 
trailer was so pleased with our work 
that he came to the fire station and 
handed us a check more than covering 
our expenses and trouble. He esti- 
mated that we had saved him more 
than $300.” 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 


W. G. HENNEFOrRD, Secretary 
Fire Department, Fairfield, Montana 
First Fire Call! 
“Fairfield recently organized a vol- 
unteer fire department. Last week we 
had our first fire call which happened 


in a small house at the edge of town. 
When the fire was first noticed a 
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blacksmith nearby ran over with his 1- 
quart carbon tetrachloride extinguisher. 
The flames were sweeping out of the 
door at the time and there was a man 
in the other room nearly overcome 
with smoke. All that the blacksmith 
had time to do was to shoot several 
squirts from his extinguisher in this 
room until the flames were checked and 
then close the door so that he could 
go around to the front and help get 
the man outside. By the time the oc- 
cupant had been removed the fire de- 
partment arrived and finished putting 
out the fire. It was only due to the 
few shots of carbon tetrachloride that 
we were able to save the building.’’ 


THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 


Troy C. ToMLIN 
Fire Department, Durant, Okla. 
Were Given Basket of Fruit 


“At four o’clock one morning we 
had an alarm for a truck fire three 
miles north of the town. We rolled out 
with a Ford truck that we use for grass 
fires and out-of-town jobs. We came 
off the rig with a 1-quart carbon tetra- 
chloride extinguisher and a 5-gallon 
water pump tank. Finding the truck 
loaded with oranges and grapefruit, we 
started to work on the motor with 
the carbon tetrachloride and the cab 
and body of the truck with water. We 
extinguished the fire in short order 
and to show his appreciation, the 
driver gave us a large basket of fruit.” 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department. 


2. Letters are to describe actual experi- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher of 
any make has saved lives or property. 


3. Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 


4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience. 


5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month, 


6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 


7. Letters received after the 8th of ‘he 
mnoth will be judged in following months 
competition. 


8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: Ist. 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 


9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Pri 

Letter Contest, National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, 
Mass. 





A Model Records and 
Reporting System 
for Fire Departments 


PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION SERVICE No bo 


A MODEL 
RECORDS AND REPORTING 
SYSTEM FOR 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 


f) DeWATNE E NOLTING 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION AS80014 TION 


Over 700 copies sold 
in the first month! 


The large number of these records 
manuals sold during the first month 
after publication indicates the en- 
thusiastic response this manual is 
receiving from fire chiefs. Every 
fire department in the country 
should have a copy. 


This manual suggests a detailed 
and well-rounded plan that should 
help to solve many of the problems 
that now confront fire chiefs in 
small as well as large cities and 
towns. It shows how a records and 
reporting system should operate. 
It includes copies of the 27 forms 
considered important in fire de- 
partment work. 


Following is a list of the chapter 
headings. Send for a free circular 
which describes the manual in detail. 


CHAPTER HEADINGS 
I. Use of 
II. Company 


Ill. Officers’ 
alarms. 


records and reports. 


records and _ reports. 


reports on fires and 


IV. Inspection records. 


V. Building fires classified by 
occupancy and cause. 


VI. 
Vil. 
Vill. 

IX. 


Headquarters’ records. 
Fire alarm office records. 
Consolidated reports. 


Annual reports. 


Size of book, 8% x 11 inches 
87 pages, 27 forms, 7 figures 
Price, $2 each, postpaid 


[Order Your Copy Today 


National Fire 


Protection Association 
INTERNATIONAL 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


M-S-A 


ALL-SERVICE GAS MASK 


| 


(BURRELL TYPE) 


CONSERVES MAN-POWER 
WHEN NEEDED MOST 


N.F.P.A. and pays the minimum $10 annual dues. 


Adequate protection of firemen enter- 
ing gaseous atmospheres is essential 
by every consideration—not least of 
which is the necessity to maintain 
numerical strength of the force 
ponding to an alarm. The famous 
M.S.A. All-Service Mask permits men 
to work safely and efficiently in the 
presence of combinations of carbon 
monoxide and all other poisonous in- 
dustrial gases, fumes and smoke, with 
complete comfort and freedom. It is 
the on/y canister-type mask approved 
by the U. S. Bureau of Mines for pro- 
tection against these hazards.@Investi- 
gate this all- purpose protection—the 
finest available! Write for details now 

a demonstration can be arranged 
whenever you wish. 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES CO. 
Braddock, Thomas & Meade Sts., Pittsburgh, Pa 
District Representatives in Principal Cities 


res- 


Membership - the N.F.P.A. 


for Your Company or Department 


Membership with unusual advantages is available to fire companies and | 
fire departments through the Volunteer Firemen’s Section of the National | 
Fire Protection Association. Here’s the simple plan: 


Your company or department applies for regular membership in the} 


When the application | 


is accepted, the company or department begins to receive at headquarters | 
the monthly bulletins and publications sent regularly to all members of the | 
Association. Also comes a 100-page Quarterly Magazine (four times during 
the membership year), a volume of annual Proceedings (over 400 pages), a| 
Directory of members, and an Index to printed publications. You thus build | 


up a nice fire library. 


Membership also places at the disposal of the com- 


pany or department the Information Service of the Association which from | 
its voluminous files answers special inquiries from members free. 


Membership Plan Includes 


The publications and 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN for Your Company or Department 


services enumerated above are what regular 
N.F.P.A. members get for their $10 annual dues. 


The special membership | 


plan of the Volunteer Firemen’s Section provides that in addition you get | 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN magazine for the men in your company or depart- | 


ment. 


(The $10 minimum dues allows you to enroll up to 20 men to receive 


the magazine: 50c per year extra for each man in excess of 20 enrolled.) 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


is mailed to each man’s home address. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


If your company or department 


now 


a 


member, pass this coupon t 


some 


company or department which might like to enjoy the benefits of this plan. 


National Fire Protection Association, 


60 Batterymarch St., 
Please send me a membership application blank. I 


Mass. : 
interested in 


Boston, 


am your special 


membership plan for our company or department, 


Name of Company or Department 


Address 


Rank ii SAlidsomead iieiviitecantiaceinasi 
(Chief, Sec’y, Capt., ete.) 
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VITAGUARD 


Fire Alarm Systems 
for 
Volunteer Fire Departments 


REDUCE FIRE LOSSES 


Due mainly to inadequate means for 
announcing alarms, fire losses in com- 
munities dependent upon volunteer fire- 
men are excessively high. According to 
the record, 70% of the nation’s annual fire 
loss occurs in municipalities of less than 
20,000 population. 


PUBLIC ALARM 


Diaphone Horn 
vides the essential features of reliability Projecting Above Roof 


and speed in the transmission of alarms. 


The Vitaguard fire alarm system pro- 


After the initial manual operation of pulling 
a box, the operation is entirely automatic— 
the alarm is clearly and distinctly sounded 
throughout the entire fire district by the 
Diaphone compressed air horn exactly as 
transmitted by the box and directs the 
firemen to the location of fire. 


Vitaguard fire alarm boxes accessibly 
and conspicuously located at all points of 
fire hazard will promote the security of 
life and property in the community and 
provide a permanent — and profitable — 


investment in public safety. 
: VITAGUARD 
| CONTROL UNIT 


Outstanding features are — Simplicity ... Low Initial and Maintenance 
Costs . . . Rugged Construction . . . Automatic Operation of Alarm 
Equipment... May Be Installed by Local Electrician. 


Write for complete catalogue. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 


PRINTED IN U. S. A 
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